
This story is about a time when birds were still like people.  The birds got together to talk. 
“The different clans (animals) all have leaders, but we do not,” they said.  We are good for nothing.  
It would be good for us to choose a leader also.  He could speak for us about our activities.” 
 
So the birds selected the Oriole first.  They said, “His feathers are very 
nice.”  Because of his feathers they thought they wanted him to be their 
leader.  They discussed this for some time.  “Well, never mind him after all,” 
they said.  “His long clothes are pretty, but he doesn’t speak very much.  If 
he becomes our leader he might not speak well for us in the future.”     
They put him aside. 
 

Then they chose the Mocking Bird.  But they immediately 
said, “He is too talkative.  He always speaks bad and mocks things.  It would not 
be good for him to become our leader.  He might speak even worse for us in the 
future.”  They put him aside to choose again. 
 
The next time they chose a Blue Jay.  “What would it be like 
for us if we chose him to be leader?”  They asked.  “He is also 
like the other one.  He talks too much.  It would not be good 
for him to speak for us.  He is loud, too stubborn, bullies us 
and he also brags about himself.  There would be a lot of 
mocking.”  They also set him aside. 
 
“In that case, should it be the Roadrunner?” they said.  “He is 

good for sure.  He would be fast for us in running to meetings.  And he also 
talks well.  It would be good for us if he became our leader.” 
 
Therefore, the roadrunner became the leader.  Nowadays Roadrunner is the 
leader of all birds. 


